
Mayor’s Note

Town Council just finalized the 
Town’s budget last month and we 
have succeeded in substantially 

reducing costs while maintaining our 
core services such as beach, park, 
road and pathway improvements. 
Additionally, in an effort to address crime 
hot spots at a few local bars, we have 
added $50,000 to the Sheriff’s Office 
overtime budget and we have funded an 
additional Sheriff’s Office Investigator 
position that will concentrate on liquor 
law violations. These actions, along 
with adopting a law that prohibits 
the sale and consumption of liquor 
after 3:00 a.m. and a nuisance law, 
should go a long way to decrease the 

problems we’ve seen at a few bars. 
If it doesn’t, Council will consider 
tougher measures. On a similar note, 
Council also appropriated $35,000 to the 
Solicitor’s Office for a special prosecution 
team that targets career felons housed in 
the Beaufort County jail. We need these 
defendants to be tried and, when convicted, 
sent to state prisons and out of Beaufort 
County.

On the land acquisition front, Town Council 
made two strategic purchases recently. We 
purchased a 4.7 acre parcel at the corner of 
Gardner Drive and William Hilton Parkway 
(U.S. 278) from Hilton Head Christian 
Academy. This large parcel fronts U.S. 
278 and could have been the location, for 
example, of a service station. We intend 
on keeping the property in its natural state 
consistent with other property we own 
at the intersection. We also purchased 4 
parcels from Property Research Holdings. 
The 1st parcel is 1.8 acres at Arrow Road 
and Target Road. The 2nd and 3rd parcels 
are strips found along Arrow Road. These 
3 purchases will further the Town’s Capital 
Improvements Projects efforts. The last 
parcel is half an acre near Central Park 
close to existing Town-owned land at the 
corner of Leamington in Palmetto Dunes. 
The Town will also receive a waiver of any 
rights that Property Research Holdings 

has, or may have, with respect to any 
properties the Town owns or may acquire 
in the future. The Town now owns 132 
parcels totaling 1,179.51 acres. Taken 
together, these parcels have resulted 
in a potential reduction of 4.39 million 
square feet of commercial development, 
1,365 motel rooms, 4,210 residential and 
timeshare units, and the preclusion of 
37,151 pm peak-hour driving trips. 

In our continuing effort to relax 
development rules without jeopardizing 
our commitment to regulating growth, 
we have finalized our approval allowing 
the Mall to expand by adding a theatre. 
Without the Town’s action, the Mall owner 
believes the future of the Mall would be in 
jeopardy. Other examples are beginning 
to emerge where property owners 
have taken advantage of more flexible 
Town development and redevelopment 
standards, and we hope that when the 
economy improves, residents will realize 
that we have laid the groundwork for a re-
emergence of sorts.

As the economy slows to a halt 
and revenues trend down, we 
have still managed to meet 

the demands of residents and visitors 
by providing well-maintained beach 
parks, pathways, roads and other 
public facilities. We can do this when 
operating budget costs are cut, as 
we have just seen in our 2009-2010 
fiscal year budget and from the year 
before. Town Council has made it 
clear that law enforcement and fire 
and rescue services are a priority 
and enhancements have been made 
for both critical services. The Mayor, 

Rose Park, Coligny Circle roundabout 
improvements, coupled with Coligny 
Beach Park’s re-birth, you will begin to 
understand that we mean business when 
it comes to redevelopment. The project 
was behind schedule and we apologize 
for this but commit to finishing projects 
on time in the future.

Writing of other tired public properties 
leads me to the replacement of Fire 
Station 5 located at the entrance to 
Hilton Head Plantation. The station is 
about 30 years old, and, as you can 
imagine with the rough and tumble use 
it gets from firefighters 24 hours a day, it 
was in immediate need of replacement. 
Now demolished, the station will be built, 
fingers crossed, within a year. The new 
station will be about two times the size 
of the old one. New Fire Station 5 will be 
20 feet above sea level and could act as 
a temporary location for some staff and 
vehicles in an emergency because it is 
rated for a category 3 hurricane or less. 
If you want to know what it will look like, 
just look at the stations at the back gate 
to Hilton Head Plantation or the one at 
the Cross Island Parkway. They are built 
to last. 

above, has noted examples of the Town’s 
commitment to public safety. While we 
have had some challenging budgets the 
last two years, we have been able to make 
improvements where needed.

The recently finished improvements (see 
page 4 for more details) to Coligny Beach 
Park are a prime example of dedicating 
funds and time to a critical public amenity. 
Please take the opportunity to visit the 
new and improved beach park. You will 
experience a whole new look. We have 
dramatically opened up the view from 
Coligny Circle towards the ocean. The 
improved beach park will include new 
restrooms and shower features, elevated 
seating areas, a picnic shelter and improved 
boardwalks taking tourists from Coligny 
Circle to the beach. Finally, we have topped 
off the improvements with a beautiful 
ground level fountain with 26 synchronized 
water jets. The fountain will be tasteful and 
is not meant to compete with the Bellagio 
Hotel in Las Vegas. This project represents 
Council’s redevelopment initiative in the 
area. We hope that projects like this will 
spur or revitalize businesses and pedestrian 
use. If you look at the wildly successful 
Pope Avenue pathway improvements, 
the significantly utilized new Compass 

Rose Park, Coligny Circle roundabout above, has noted examples of the Town’s 
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Prepare for Hurricane Season

The Governor of South Carolina may encourage a voluntary evacuation or require a mandatory evacuation. You are encour-
aged to evacuate when instructed. Evacuations of specific areas occur because authorities determine that there is an immedi-
ate threat to your life and safety. PREPARE NOW. Know where you will go if evacuated. Anticipate that roads on and off the 
Island will be congested and difficult to maneuver. Leave early if possible.

If you don’t have reliable transportation of your own, you need to know in advance about what options are available from 
your neighbors or local government. Please 
contact Hilton Head Island’s Emergency 
Management Office in advance at (843) 341-
4600 if you do not have transportation off 
the Island so we can assist you. For major 
evacuations a shuttle will be provided from 
various locations on the Island to the Hilton 
Head Island Airport where residents and visi-
tors will be transported to a public shelter.

The following are pick-up points to be trans-
ported to the Hilton Head Island Airport:

•	 151 Gumtree Road (in front of the Boys 
and Girls Club)

•	 173 Marshland Road (in front of the 
Elks Club)

•	 430 William Hilton Parkway (in front of 
Pineland Station)

•	 450 Spanish Wells Road (in front of 
Grace Community Church)

•	 24 Pope Avenue (in front of Holy Family 
Catholic Church)

•	 663 William Hilton Parkway (in front of 
Hilton Head Resort)

If you have a medical condition that requires 
special attention or care, please contact the 
Hilton Head Emergency Management Office 
at (843) 341-4600 in order to provide you 
assistance, preferably before an event.

Evacuation

After-the-Storm Contact Information
While out of town, you can obtain updated information regarding Hilton Head Island by calling this toll-

free number: 1-800-963-5023.  Recorded messages will advise of road conditions, damage estimates, 
utility restoration, shelter information, reentry times, and other pertinent information.  You may also 

access this information on the following websites:
www.hiltonheadislandsc.gov and www.bcgov.net
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Evacuation Plans
Beaufort County Residents will be 

required to take predetermined 
routes depending on where they 
live.  Upon reaching I-95, drivers 
will have the option of heading 
north, south or continuing on 

secondary roads.

Sun City
Residents must 
leave from the 
SC 170 gate.

We are now officially into the six month Atlantic Hurricane Season, and we should all be prepared to take actions to lessen a 
storm’s impact.  The Town has worked with County and State officials in developing comprehensive plans to respond effectively 
and to ease the evacuation and re-entry processes.  In addition, we have also developed strategies to expedite and ease our 
recovery efforts by establishing an emergency reserve account to fund these activities and by amending our Land Management 
Ordinance to facilitate a rapid reestablishment of our community following a hurricane or other disaster.  In the event of a 
potential or actual storm strike, you play a key role in a successful pre- and post-disaster scenario. Your Town wants you to be 
prepared for whatever comes our way this year.

Familiarize yourself with the terms that are used to identify a hurricane
•	 A hurricane watch or tropical storm watch means a hurricane or a tropical storm threat to the area is possible.  Be 

prepared to evacuate, as even a tropical storm can gain strength quickly and many homes, including mobile homes, 
reside in high risk areas.  Monitor local radio and television news outlets or listen to NOAA Weather Radio for the latest 
developments.

•	 A hurricane warning or tropical storm warning is issued when a hurricane or tropical storm is expected in the area.  If 
local authorities advise you to evacuate, leave immediately.

•	 Storm Surge is an abnormal rise in sea level accompanying a hurricane or other intense storm
•	 Hurricanes are classified according to the Saffir-Simpson Scale into five categories based on their wind speed, central 

pressure, and damage potential.  Category three or higher hurricanes are considered major hurricanes, though catego-
ries one and two tropical storms are still extremely dangerous and warrant your full attention.

Scale Number  
(Category)

Sustained
Winds (mph)

Damage Storm
 Surge

1 74 -95 Minimal: Unanchored mobile homes, vegetation and signs. 4 -5 ft.

2 96 - 110 Moderate: All mobile homes, roofs, small crafts, flooding. 6 - 8 ft.

3 111 - 130 Extensive:  Small buildings, low-lying roads cut off. 9 - 12 ft.

4 131 -155 Extreme:  Roofs destroyed, trees down, roads cut off, mobile 
homes destroyed.  Beach homes flooded.

13 - 18 ft

5 More than 
 155

Catastrophic:  Most buildings destroyed.  Vegetation destroyed.
Major roads cut off. Homes flooded.

Greater than 
 18 feet

A tropical storm has all the characteristics of a hurricane, 
including storm surge, with winds of 39 to 73 mph.

Hurricanes frequently produce widespread torrential 
rains with floods.  Deadly and destructive flooding and 
flash flooding can result from these rains.  Slow moving 
storms tend to produce especially heavy rain.  Flooding 
in creeks, drainage channels, rivers and streams may 
persist for several days or more after the storm.

Prepare Your Home
•	 Cover all of your home’s windows with pre-cut ply 

wood or hurricane shutters to protect your windows 
from high winds.

•	 Plan to bring in all outdoor furniture, decorations, 
garbage cans and anything else that is not tied 
down.

•	 Keep all trees and shrubs well trimmed so they are 
more wind resistant.

•	 Turn off utilities and propane tank. 
•	 Ensure a supply of water for sanitary purposes such 

as cleaning and flushing toilets. Fill the bathtub and 
other large containers with water.

•	 Document, photograph or videotape possessions 
for insurance purposes.

•	 Close interior doors.
•	 Get an electronic copy of your house plans on CD.

Prepare Your Business
•	 Carefully assess how your company functions, both 

internally and externally, to determine which staff, 
materials, procedures and equipment are absolutely 
necessary to keep the business operating.

•	 Identify operations critical to survival and recovery.
•	 Plan what you will do if your building or store is not accessible.
•	 Consider if you can run the business from a different location or from your home.
•	 Develop relationships with other companies to use their facilities in case a disaster makes your location unusable.
•	 Document, photograph or videotape possessions for insurance purposes.

Listen to Local Officials
Learn about the emergency plans that have been established. Listen to the instructions given by local emergency manage-
ment officials.

Know your local radio stations and other media outlets.

Prepare for Hurricane Season… by bringing your building plans, ‘as-built’ surveys, or site 
plans (commercial or residential) to the Town of Hilton Head Island Community Development 
Department to be stamped for Emergency Permitting.  In the event of a declared disaster, the 
Town would like to encourage all property owners to rebuild as quickly as possible.  If you would 
like to build back your building as it is today, you can expedite the planning approval by having 
your plans stamped free of charge.  We hope you don’t need them, but better to be prepared!

For more emergency preparedness information, 
pick-up a printed Citizen’s Guide to Emergency 
Preparedness in the Main Lobby of Town Hall, 
at Fire and Rescue Headquarters, or any Fire 

Station.  The Guide is also available on the 
Town’s website at www.hiltonheadislandsc.gov Use Cross Island Parkway

Use William Hilton Parkway
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Around Town

Construction has been completed on the new Fire & Rescue 
Training Center located on Hiltech Lane near the Fire & 
Rescue Headquarters.  The Training Center offers the Town 
tremendous improvement in fire and emergency training.  It 
will provide a place to conduct fire and rescue training that 
was previously not available locally.  The new Training Center 
also eliminates the need to use public buildings, streets and 
parking lots as temporary training locations, as well as allows 
for certain driver’s training to take place away from the public 
streets.

The 4-story training tower includes two roof ventilation 
props, a fire sprinkler prop, a standpipe prop, a rope rescue 
anchor system, and an artificial smoke distribution and 
removal system.  The interior firefighting facility provides 
live fire capability up to 1,000 degrees Fahrenheit and is 
equipped with a temperature monitoring system to 
improve safety.  Other Training Center features include a 
car fire prop, a flammable liquid gas firefighting prop, a 
vehicle extrication pad, a pumper testing facility and a 
driver training course.  The Training Center warehouse 
features office space, apparatus bays, and shower and 
cleanup facilities.

The Training Center gives Fire & Rescue the ability to conduct live fire training without the environmental 
and safety problems inherent in burning structures.  The water filtration system, the use of propane fuels, and 
the use of “green” firefighting foam will help keep the environment clean and ensure that we have one of the 
most environmentally-friendly training centers in the region.

The Coligny Beach Park Redevelopment Project was just completed.  
Construction to improve the existing park, comprising approximately 
1.47 acres off Coligny Circle, began in February.  Though there were 
delays in the project’s completion, the final result was worth the wait 
for citizens, visitors and area businesses.  The improved views of the 
ocean, accessibility and amenities will enhance the park’s enjoyment 
for everyone.

The updated park includes two restroom facilities, new beach showers 
and foot showers and a picnic shelter.  Two elevated platforms have 
been constructed to allow users to look out over the dunes to views of 
the ocean while sitting on swings underneath the shade of pergolas.  
There are booths to provide beachgoers the opportunity to change 
into their street clothes so they may comfortably enjoy the shops and 
restaurants in the Coligny area.  The biggest modification to the old 
park is the addition of an interactive fountain with 26 water jets at 
grade level that will allow visitors an opportunity to cool off after 
going to the beach or play in the water.  The reconfiguration of the 
built elements on the site will allow anyone visiting the park the 
opportunity to visit the beach, play in the fountain, or simply sit in 
the shade on a swing, bench, or rocking chair and enjoy the 
beautiful views of the Atlantic Ocean.

This $1.43 million project is a part of the 
Bridge to the Beach Redevelopment 
plan, a strategy of Town-built projects, 
policies, and programs meant to stimu-
late private redevelopment in 
the area.

Coligny Beach Park Redevelopment

Fire & Rescue Training Center
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