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Town of Hilton Head Island 

Minutes of the Design Review Board 

Benjamin M. Racusin Council Chambers 

June 14, 2016  

1:15p.m. 

 

Board Members Present:  Chairman Jake Gartner, Vice Chairman Dale Strecker, Debbie 

Remke, Brian Witmer, Kyle Theodore 
 

Board Members Absent:  Ron Hoffman (excused), Michael Gentemann (excused) 
 

Town Council Present:  None 
 

Town Staff Present:  Richard Spruce, Plans Examiner 

Jennifer Ray, Urban Designer 

   Teresa Haley, Secretary 

 

As a Courtesy to Others Please Turn Off All Cell Phones and Pagers during the Meeting 
 

1. Call to Order 

Chairman Gartner called to order the regular meeting of the Design Review Board at 

1:15pm. 

2. Roll Call - See as noted above. 

3. Freedom of Information Act Compliance 

The Town has met all Freedom of Information Act requirements for this meeting. 

4. Approval of the Agenda 

The Board approved the agenda by general consent. 

5. Approval of Minutes  

The Board reviewed the minutes of the May 24, 2016 meeting and approved the minutes by 

general consent.   

6. Staff Report 

Ms. Ray noted that the next Board Training will take place immediately following the DRB 

meeting on June 28, 2016 at 1:15pm.  Ms. Ray further noted that additional trainings will be 

offered in July and August.  

7. Board Business – None  
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8. Old Business – None  

9. Unfinished Business – None  

10. New Business 

A. Alteration/Addition 

 Cordillo Cabanas, DRB-000986-2016 

Ms. Ray introduced the project and stated its location:  211 and 217 Cordillo Parkway.  Ms. Ray 

presented an in-depth description of the project as provided in the Board’s packet.  Ms. Ray stated 

that the applicant proposes to repaint the 9 buildings at Cordillo Cabanas in nature blending shades 

of brown and tan with dark green accents (doors).  The colors are in keeping with the neighborhood 

and the Design Guide.  Ms. Ray noted that the project received Forest Beach Owners’ Association 

approval.  Staff recommends approval with the condition that SW 9117 “Urban Jungle” be used 

in lieu of SW 6151 “Quiver Tan”.  Ms. Ray stated that during her review of the project she 

identified a community building at the pool area and would like the applicant to speak to whether 

it would be painted and identify its color. 

 

Chairman Gartner requested that the applicant make a presentation.  Mr. Michael Newman, 

President of Cordillo Cabanas HOA, stated that at this time the pool house is not scheduled to be 

painted.  Mr. Newman then answered questions by the Board. 

 

Chairman Gartner requested comments from the Board.  The Board expressed appreciation for the 

project as in keeping with the Design Guide.  The Board agreed with Staff recommendation to use 

SW 9117 “Urban Jungle”.  The Board asked questions and discussed the proposed colors of the 

following: the block wall and siding; the piece underneath the windows to match the wood siding; 

the primary and secondary doors along with the trim; and any updates to signs onsite.  The Board 

expressed concern for the repaint of the pool house and further inquired as to the proximity of the 

pool house to the buildings proposed to be repainted. 

 

Ms. Remke made a motion to approve DRB-000986-2016 with the following conditions: 1) SW 

9117 “Urban Jungle” as the color for all of the block walls; 2) all wood trim, including trim around 

the main doors, the back doors, the window sills and the pool house be painted SW 6149 “Relaxed 

Khaki”, with the understanding that the pool house will be painted in phase 3; and 3) all front doors 

be painted SW 6194 “Basil”.  Ms. Theodore seconded the motion.  The motion passed with a vote 

of 5-0-0. 

 

B. Sign 

 Weichert Sign, DRB-001027-2016 

Ms. Ray introduced the project and stated its location:  1038 William Hilton Parkway.  Ms. Ray 

presented an in-depth description of the project as provided in the Board’s packet.  Ms. Ray stated 

that the applicant proposes to construct two new signs for Weichert Realtors.  The signs utilize 

heavy timber construction similar to detailing on the building entrance.  Other materials include 

tabby stucco and bronze channel letters.  Ms. Ray noted that the scale of the sign is within LMO 

requirements, however, a scaled down version may be more appropriate for its location.  Ms. Ray 
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further noted that the address panel on the William Hilton Parkway side needs to be positioned 

higher, as it will not be visible once landscaping is added and this will be an issue for HHI Fire & 

Rescue.  Staff recommends approval with the following conditions: 1) suggest moving sign closer 

to parking lot (into site). Landscaping in ROW will require encroachment permit from SCDOT; 

2) move address on primary sign higher on sign so visible over landscaping; 3) landscaping at two 

signs should have relationship to each other/surrounds; 4) consider reducing mass of sign relative 

to scale of building or site surrounds.  Ms. Ray expressed appreciation toward the applicant for 

using the building as inspiration for the proposed sign.  Ms. Ray added that the proposed sign is 

being brought into greater conformance with the LMO and the Design Guide. 

 

Chairman Gartner requested that the applicant make a presentation.  The applicant expressed 

amenability with Staff requests.  The applicant clarified the proposed size of the sign on William 

Hilton Parkway is in keeping with the size of the sign on Dunnagan’s Alley and other adjacent 

signs.  The applicant answered questions by the Board. 

 

Chairman Gartner requested comments from the Board.  The Board expressed agreement with 

Staff to reduce the mass of the sign, however, acknowledges that the size is within LMO 

requirements.  The Board agrees with Staff to pull back the sign and in turn eliminate the SCDOT 

requirement to obtain an encroachment permit.  The Board expressed the need for more naturalized 

plantings.  The Board inquired as to the proposed topiary and the applicant stated that it was 

removed within the landscape plan.  The Board further inquired and discussed the placement of 

the address panel; the illumination of the sign letters; and whether any replanting is needed should 

the sign be moved back.  The Board noted that the Design Guide calls for the backside of the sign 

to be finished.  The applicant stated that the backside will be finished with tabby stucco, as on the 

front side, but without letters. 

 

Chairman Gartner made a motion to approve DRB-001027-2016 with the following conditions: 

1) the address on the primary sign needs to be moved higher, above landscaping, for Staff approval; 

2) Staff to approve any landscaping that need to be moved when the sign is moved away from the 

street and out of the SCDOT encroachment; 3) the landscaping at the two signs should have a 

relationship to each other and be more native to the current environment; and 4) consider reducing 

the mass of the sign.  Ms. Remke seconded the motion.  The motion passed with a vote of 5-0-0. 

 

11.  Appearances by Citizens – None  

12.  Adjournment 

 Chairman Gartner adjourned the meeting at 1:50p.m. 

 

Submitted by:     Approved by:   June 28, 2016 

 

________________________   ________________________ 

Teresa Haley, Secretary    Jake Gartner, Chairman 


