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TOWN OF HILTON HEAD ISLAND 
PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE REGULAR MEETING 

 
 
Date:   May 4, 2015                                                Time: 10:00 a.m. 
 
 
Members Present: Marc A. Grant, Chairman; Lee Edwards and Bill Harkins, Council Members 
 
Members Absent: None 
 

Town Staff Present: Greg DeLoach, Assistant Town Manager; Brian Hulbert, Staff Attorney; and 
Lynn Buchman, Senior Administrative Assistant 

Others Present: Kim Likins, Council Member; Sheriff P.J. Tanner, Capt. Joey Woodward, 
and Kiera Morris, Beaufort County Sheriff’s Office; and Eleanor O’Key, 
Lowcountry Inside Track 

Media Present: None 
 

 
1. Call to Order  
2. Freedom of Information Act Compliance 
Public notification of this meeting has been published, posted, and mailed in compliance with the 
Freedom of Information Act and the Town of Hilton Head Island requirements. 

3.  Approval of Minutes 
a. Regular Public Safety Committee Meeting of April 6, 2015 

A motion to approve the minutes of the April 6, 2015 meeting of the Public Safety Committee was 
made by Mr. Harkins and seconded by Mr. Edwards.  The motion was approved by a vote of 3-0.  

4. Unfinished Business    
None 

5. New Business 

a. 4th Quarter 2014 Crime Statistics – Capt. Joey Woodward 
Capt. Joey Woodward, of the Beaufort County Sheriff’s Office, presented a PowerPoint outlining the 
detailed crime statistics for the 4th quarter of 2014, as cited in the Uniform Crime Report, which is 
included in the agenda packet. 

He reviewed the breakdown of Crimes Against Persons, noting there were no murders and 3 forcible 
rapes, with 1 rape case closed with no warrant being issued, 1 changed to an arrest for assault and 
battery, and 1 involving an ex-boyfriend.  Statistics for Crimes Against Property were also reviewed, 
and Capt. Woodward indicated the larcenies were mostly shoplifting in the Walmart area.  Details of 
the vehicles collisions were reviewed, with 3 fatalities reported.  Mr. Edwards expressed his 
amazement at the number of hit and runs, but Capt. Woodward stated these are not necessarily moving 
violations but could occur with minor parking lot collisions. 
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Capt. Woodward outlined the traffic and criminal tickets and warnings issued by the patrol and marine 
patrol.  He reviewed the marine patrol statistics and explained the various activities performed by the 
marine patrol, which include checks at the recycling drop site, since they also act as the environmental 
crimes unit. 

The volunteer hours were reviewed for the reserve deputies and volunteers.  Capt. Woodward also 
reviewed the detailed breakdown of drug violations, broken down by area of the Island and by the type 
of drug violation.  He finished his presentation by outlining the total calls for service for both the 4th 
quarter and a total for the year 2014 of 77,982.  He explained for the Committee what was involved 
with each type of call listed, and the calls for service handled by the Special Enforcement Unit (SEU), 
formerly the Traffic Unit. 

A brief discussion followed concerning the higher number of Crimes Against Property in the Palmetto 
Dunes/Shelter Cove area, which Capt. Woodward indicated was probably a result of shoplifting in 
Belks and surrounding shopping areas during the holiday season.  Chairman Grant noted the increase 
in vehicle collisions, and Capt. Woodward stated that patrol efforts would continue, speed signs would 
be used, and problem areas would continue to be monitored.  He noted that tickets for texting had been 
issued, however, making cases are difficult, but those ticketed are aware that texting is not allowed. 

Chairman Grant asked about the use and training of reserve deputies.  Capt. Woodward explained 
there is no set schedule for them, they ride with other officers or by themselves, they receive the same 
training as regular deputies, and they work for free.  Sheriff P.J. Tanner assured the Committee that 
reserve deputies are fully trained deputy sheriffs, receiving as much training as regular deputies, they 
achieve academy certification as reserve officers, and they follow all policies and procedures set by 
the Sheriff.  He noted some work full-time, but prefer not to receive compensation, and they perform a 
fantastic job, and he would love to have more reserve deputies. 

George Grotz from Palmetto Hall asked about the breakdown of type of drugs, whether hard or soft, to 
determine trends.  Capt. Woodward pointed out the breakdown included in the Uniform Crime Report, 
and Mr. Grotz was provided a copy. 

b. 1st Quarter 2015 Crime Statistics – Capt. Joey Woodward 
Capt. Woodward presented a PowerPoint outlining the detailed crime statistics for the 1st quarter of 
2015, as cited in the Uniform Crime Report, which is included in the agenda packet. 

He reviewed the statistics and breakdown of Crimes Against Persons and Crimes Against Property, 
noting that suspects have already been caught in some of the larcenies and headway is being made on 
others.  The statistics and breakdown of vehicle collisions were outlined, as well as the traffic and 
criminal tickets and warnings issued.  He noted that the statistics for the marine patrol may not be 
correct due to the changeover to a new system, but he did note several activities they were involved in 
during the 1st quarter, including assisting with a body recovery in the Palmetto Bay area.  He outlined 
the volunteer hours and detailed the calls for service, including those handled by the Special 
Enforcement Unit, averaging 136 calls over a 24-hour period.   

Chairman Grant noted the continued increase in this quarter for vehicle collisions and asked for 
suggestions to bring these numbers down.  Sheriff Tanner noted that driver inattention would always 
be a problem, and with a stronger economy bringing more motorists to the Island, more vehicle 
collisions will occur.  He suggested that a traffic trailer that is portable, displays instant speed for the 
motorist, and has the technology to capture data to enable officers to be deployed when and where 
needed would be helpful and has been requested and rejected in the budget for several years. 

Chairman Grant and Sheriff Tanner discussed the role of the Sheriff’s Office in encouraging student 
communication with law enforcement during the summer when they have no access to SRO’s (School 
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Resource Officers), who do such a great job when school is in session.  Chairman Grant expressed 
concern about how he, as a Council Member, should respond to inquiries about incidents in his Ward 
that may occur.  Sheriff Tanner encouraged all Council Members to direct inquiries to him at any time.  
He discussed with Mr. Grant the policies, procedures and training for officers that are in place that far 
exceed anything in South Carolina, and the reality based training beginning in June that will be 
available to all law enforcement in the County. 

Mr. Harkins and Sheriff Tanner discussed the topic of camera use by law enforcement.  Sheriff Tanner 
reviewed the history of dash cameras required by 2005 legislation for DUI arrests, the problems 
encountered in outdated technology funded by the State, and the eventual return of VHS cameras to 
the State and the purchase of dash cameras costing Beaufort County citizens almost $2 million to date.  
Because of cases in North Charleston and Ferguson, he noted the General Assembly is now 
considering a mandate for use of body cameras by law enforcement.  He cited the last deadly force 
case in Beaufort County was in 2005, and since then 2.7 million calls for service have been handled 
without any use of force issues.   

Sheriff Tanner outlined privacy issues involved, with the video of innocent victims, their homes, 
contents, and businesses that would be subject to FOIA requests and that could end up on Youtube.  
He also pointed out the additional cost that would be involved in hiring clerks to handle a growing 
video library, storage needed for the videos, and time required to respond to additional FOIA requests.  
He also expressed concern that cameras would deter from obtaining confidential information from the 
general public and from students communicating with School Resource Officers.  Sheriff Tanner noted 
he had shared his concerns with local legislators and hoped that before a mandate is ordered, that 
funding and other issues would be addressed by the General Assembly.   

Chairman Grant and the committee members thanked Capt. Woodward for his reports and thanked 
Sheriff Tanner for his comments.  Chairman Grant expressed appreciation for everything the Beaufort 
County Sheriff’s Offices does, noting they do an excellent job, and he asked them to continue to do so. 

6. Adjournment 
At 10:44 a.m. Mr. Harkins moved to adjourn the meeting and Mr. Edwards seconded.  The motion was 
approved by a vote of 3-0.   

                           Respectfully submitted: 

 

                             ______________________________ 
                            Lynn W. Buchman 

Administrative Assistant 
 

Approved by: 
 
__________________________/Approved September 14, 2015 
Marc A. Grant, Chairman 


