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THE TOWN OF HILTON HEAD ISLAND 

REGULAR TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 

Date:  Tuesday, March 5, 2013 Time: 4:00 P.M. 

Present from Town Council: Drew A. Laughlin, Mayor; Bill Harkins, Mayor Pro Tem; George 
Williams, Kim Likins, Lee Edwards, Marc Grant, John McCann, Council Members 

Present from Town Staff: Steve Riley, Town Manager; Greg DeLoach, Assistant Town 
Manager; Scott Liggett, Director of Public Projects and Facilities/Chief Engineer; Charles 
Cousins, Director of Community Development; Shawn Colin, Deputy Director of Community 
Development; Lavarn Lucas, Fire Chief; Randy Lindstrom, Administrative Battalion Chief; 
Joheida Fister, Fire Marshal; Ed Boring – Deputy Fire Chief – Support Services; Brad Tadlock 
– Deputy Fire Chief – Operations; Cathy Jones-Gooding, Communications Manager; Nancy 
Gasen, Director of Human Resources; Susan Simmons, Director of Finance; Brian Hulbert, 
Staff Attorney; Jill Foster, Deputy Director of Community Development; Jeff Buckalew, Town 
Engineer; Shea Farrar, Senior Planner; Vicki Pfannenschmidt, Executive Assistant 

Present from Media:  Brian Heffernan, Island Packet  
1)     CALL TO ORDER  

Mayor Laughlin called the meeting to order at 4:00 p.m.   

2)     PLEDGE TO THE FLAG 
3)     INVOCATION 
4) FOIA Compliance – Public notification of this meeting has been published, posted, and 

mailed in compliance with the Freedom of Information Act and the Town of Hilton Head 
Island requirements. 

5)   Proclamations and Commendations 
a. American Red Cross 

Jeanne Carmichael, Regional Manager and Bill Nichols, Red Cross Disaster Services Chair 
were present to accept the Proclamation. 

b. Disabilities Awareness Month 

Nancy Pinkerton, Advisory Board Member was present to accept the Proclamation. 

6) Approval of Minutes 
a. Town Council Special Meeting/Land Acquisition Workshop – February 18, 2013 

Mr. Harkins moved to approve.  Mr. McCann seconded.  The minutes of the Town Council 
Special Meeting/Land Acquisition Workshop were unanimously approved by a vote of 7-0. 

b. Town Council Meeting – February 19, 2013 

Mr. Harkins moved to approve.  Mr. McCann seconded. The minutes of the February 19, 
2013 Town Council Meeting were unanimously approved by a vote of 7-0. 
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7)  Report of the Town Manager 
a. Town Managers Items of Interest 

Mr. Riley reported on some Items of Interest. 

8)  Reports from Members of Council 
a. General Reports from Council 

Mr. Williams noted that he utilized the County website and viewed the video of the Beaufort 
County Public Facilities Committee meeting held on February 22.  He explained there was a 
detailed presentation concerning the flyover and stated Council would have benefited from 
such a presentation from the County.  He added that he was now a proponent of filming or 
web-streaming Town meetings for public viewing.   

b. Report of the Intergovernmental Relations Committee – George Williams, Chairman 

No report. 

c.  Report of the Personnel Committee – Lee Edwards, Chairman 

No report. 

d. Report of the Planning & Development Standards Committee – John McCann, Chairman 

No report. 

e.  Report of the Public Facilities Committee – Kim Likins, Chairman 

No report. 

f.  Report of the Public Safety Committee – Marc Grant, Chairman 

  No report. 

g.   Report of the LMO Rewrite Committee – Kim Likins, Ex-Officio Member 

Mrs. Likins stated the Committee met and completed revisions to the Use Table and will 
move on to the next chapter at their upcoming meeting.  Mr. McCann stated he and Mr. 
Harkins are attending the meetings and encouraged all members of Town Council to attend.   

9)    Appearance by Citizens 
Charles Young, III of Native Island Business & Community Affairs Association addressed Town 
Council stating he would like to present the Town with a framed poster of the 2013 Gullah 
Celebration.  Mayor Laughlin accepted the poster on behalf of Town Council.   

Joe Kopf addressed Council concerning the dangers of texting and phone usage while driving.  After 
discussion, Mayor Laughlin stated the issue would be reviewed for Committee assignment.  

Peter Ovens addressed Council concerning the Farmers Market at Honey Horn thanking many people 
involved in the effort and explaining the difficulties during the operation of the Market and the 
reasons for closing.   

Pamela Ovens addressed Council concerning the Farmers Market at Honey Horn and took the 
opportunity to thank all who assisted her during the existence of such.     
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Joe Zimmerman addressed Council concerning the Hilton Head Island Airport and the Beaufort 
County Aviation Board noting his displeasure with both. 

Mary Amonitti addressed Council noting her concerns with the Personnel Committee process. 

10)    Unfinished Business 
a. Consideration of a Recommendation – Fire and Rescue 2013 Strategic Plan 

Consideration of a Recommendation that the Town Council of the Town of Hilton Head 
Island adopt the 2013 Fire & Rescue Strategic Plan (Plan) as presented and as edited by the 
Town Public Safety Committee (PSC). 

Mr. Harkins moved to approve.  Mr. Williams seconded.  After lengthy and detailed 
discussion of items of concern within the Plan, the following amendments within the edited 
Plan were recommended and agreed upon by Council as a whole: 

Recommendation wording changed in Plan    Ref: SSRV-03 
Fire & Rescue should maintain its current Insurance Services Office (ISO) Public Protection 
Class rating of 3 when it is deemed in the economic best interest of the citizens.  
 
Recommendation wording changed in Plan    Ref: EM-07 
It is recommended that Fire and Rescue pursue grant funding for structural improvement 
(storm hardening) of the Headquarters/Maintenance Shop facility to make the building more 
resistant to wind damage and flooding.  
 
Recommendation wording changed in Plan    Ref: BFP-07 
Fire & Rescue should increase enforcement of current open burning regulations and evaluate 
the need for a ban on open burning of yard debris.  
 
Recommendation wording changed in Plan    Ref: BFP-13   
Determine the value added by increasing the number of fire inspectors within the Bureau of 
Fire Prevention from 3 to 4 in order to provide more thorough and timely inspections of 
commercial occupancies.  
 
Recommendation wording changed in Plan    Ref: TRNG-02 
Review the functionality and cost of upgrading the Fire & Rescue Training Center with a 
second burn room.   
 
Deleted in Plan         Ref: OPS-02 
Fire & Rescue should implement a new customer satisfaction survey program utilizing all 
available Town technology to evaluate customer service perceptions of the public we serve.  
 
Bob Buterbaugh, Denise Springer, Greg Clements, and Karen Buterbaugh spoke against open   
burning and urged Town Council to address creating a Town-wide ban on open burning.   

Jocelyn Steiger spoke concerning Fire and Rescue’s liability when they cannot get to areas to 
fight fires.   

Thomas C. Barnwell, Jr. spoke in support of open burning noting the need for rural areas to 
burn yard debris.   
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Mayor Laughlin noted the need to get the issue of open burning on an agenda as soon as it 
was possible.  Mr. Harkins acknowledged his agreement and since the open burning issue 
would be addressed at a future date, he agreed with all of the amendments to the edited Plan.   

The maker and the seconder of the motion were in agreement to amend the motion to 
incorporate the amendments within the edited Plan.   

The amended motion was unanimously approved by a vote of 7-0. 

11)    New Business 
a. Consideration of a Recommendation - Letter Opposing Proposed Legislation/Municipal 

Bonds 
Consideration of a Recommendation that Town Council approve the proposed letter opposing 
federal legislation eliminating or limiting the tax exemption of municipal bonds.  

Mr. Williams moved to approve.  Mrs. Likins seconded.  The motion was unanimously 
approved by a vote of 7-0.  

12)    Executive Session 
Mr. Riley stated he needed an Executive Session for contractual matters relating to land 
acquisition including proposals to buy or lease Town-owned land; contractual matters pertaining 
to a sewer extension agreement with the Hilton Head Public Service District; legal matters 
pertaining to several applications for the use of ATAX funds; and personnel matters pertaining to 
appointments to Boards and Commissions. 

At 6:08 p.m. Mr. Harkins moved to go into Executive Session for the reasons given by the 
Town Manager.  Mr. Williams seconded.  The motion was unanimously approved by a 
vote of 7-0. 

Mayor Laughlin called the meeting back to order at 7:18 p.m. and the remaining New Business 
items were handled. 

b.      Consideration of a Resolution  
Consideration of a Resolution of the Town Council of the Town of Hilton Head Island South 
Carolina, authorizing the execution and delivery of a contract between the Town of Hilton 
Head Island, South Carolina, and the Hilton Head Public Service District relating to the sewer 
expansion project known as the Mid Spanish Wells Project, or the SCDOT Parcel on Spanish 
Wells Road, and authorizing a budget amendment in relation thereto.  

Mr. Williams moved to approve.  Mr. Harkins seconded.  The motion was unanimously 
approved by a vote of 7-0. 

c.      Consideration of the Purchase of Land within the Town of Hilton Head Island 
Mr. Edwards moved that the Town Council for the Town of Hilton Head island authorize the 
execution of a contract for purchase of 0.49 acres on Hilton Head Island, South Carolina from 
TP Development, LLC for three hundred eighty-five thousand ($385,000.00) dollars.  Mr. 
Williams seconded.  The motion was unanimously approved by a vote of 7-0. 

Mr. Grant moved that the Town Council for the Town of Hilton Head Island authorize the 
execution of a contract for purchase of 10.00 acres near Gum Tree Road at Carolina Isles 
Drive from Atlas SC 1 SPE, LLC for two hundred fifty thousand ($250,000.00) dollars.  Mrs. 
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Likins addressed Mayor Laughlin noting she needed to recuse herself due to a conflict of 
interest and left the dais.  Mr. Williams seconded.  The motion was approved by a vote of 6-0.  
(Mrs. Likins was not at the dais and did not participate in the vote due to her recusal as noted 
above. The signed/dated disclosure form is attached to the minutes.)  After the vote Mrs. 
Likins returned to the dais. 

Mrs. Likins moved that the Town Council for the Town of Hilton Head Island authorize the 
execution of a contract for purchase of 102.73 acres on Hilton Head, South Carolina from 
Heritage Golf Port Royal, LLC for five million ($5,000,000.00) dollars.  Mr. Williams 
seconded.  The motion was approved by a vote of 7-0. 

13)    Adjournment 
Mr. Williams moved to adjourn.  Mr. Harkins seconded.  The motion was approved by a 
vote of 7-0.  The meeting was adjourned at 7:22 p.m. 

 
___________________________ 

                                    Vicki Pfannenschmidt 
                                    Executive Assistant 
Approved: 3/19/2013 

 

____________________________ 
Drew A. Laughlin, Mayor 



Disclosure of Potential Conflict of Interest 


To: Chairman, Members of the Committee, and Committee Clerk 


From: Kim Likins, Council Member 


Date: March 5, 2013 


Committee: Town Council 


Subject Matter of Potential Conflict of Interest: 


Contract for Purchase and Sale of 10.0 Acres near Gum Tree Road at 

Carolina Isles Drive by and between the Town of Hilton Head Island, SC and 

Atlas SC I SPE, LLC (Boys and Girls Club Tract) 


Description of Potential Conflict of Interest: 


I am employed as the Director of the Hilton Head Island Boys and Girls Club. 


Signature 

Note: 	 A Town of Hilton Head Island Resolution, dated July 1991, requires that persons 
claiming a potential conflict of interest must "absent themselves from the 
regulatory body," in other words, temporarily leave the dais. 
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