
    

THE TOWN OF HILTON HEAD ISLAND 
REGULAR TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 

Date:  Tuesday, March 17, 2009 Time: 4:00 P.M. 

Present from Town Council: Thomas D. Peeples, Mayor; Ken Heitzke, Mayor Pro-Tem; John 
Safay, Drew Laughlin, Bill Ferguson, Councilmen. 
 
Absent from Town Council:  George Williams, Bill Mottel, Councilmen 
 
Present from Town Staff: Stephen G. Riley, Town Manager; Gregory D. DeLoach, Assistant Town 
Manager; Curtis Coltrane, Assistant Town Manager; Lavarn Lucas, Fire Chief, Fire & Rescue; 
Charles Cousins, Director of Community Development; Susan Simmons, Director of Finance; 
Nancy Gasen, Director of Human Resources; Scott Liggett, Director of Public Projects & 
Facilities; Brian Hulbert, Town Attorney; Steven Markiw, Deputy Director of Finance; Teri Lewis, 
LMO Official; Heather Colin, Development Review Administrator; Jayme Lopko, Senior Planner; 
Nicole Dixon, Planner; Mark Torin, Special Projects Inspector; Susan Blake, Executive Assistant 
 
Present from Media:   Daniel Brownstein, Island Packet 
1)   CALL TO ORDER  

2)  PLEDGE TO THE FLAG 

3)  INVOCATION 

4) FOIA COMPLIANCE – Public notification of this meeting has been published, posted, and 
mailed in compliance with the Freedom of Information Act and the Town of Hilton Head 
Island requirements. 

5)  PROCLAMATIONS AND COMMENDATIONS 

a. Disabilities Awareness Month 

David Green and Paul Green accepted the proclamation. 

6) APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

a. Regular Town Council Meeting of March 3, 2009 

Mr. Heitzke moved to approve.  Mr. Ferguson seconded.  The motion was approved by a vote 
of 4-0-1.  Mr. Laughlin abstained because he was unable to attend the March 3rd meeting. 

7)  REPORT OF THE TOWN MANAGER 

a. Town Manager’s Items of Interest 

Town Manager Steve Riley reported on some items of interest. 

b. Requests for funding from the 14th Judicial Circuit Solicitor and the Public Defender.  

Mr. Riley discussed the requests for funding from the Solicitor and the Public Defender.  He 
added that while there were no excess monies in the Town budget, even after they had held off 
three major CIP projects, eliminated six jobs and cut the Operating Budget by $1.4 million 
dollars, if it was Town Council’s direction to grant the request, then he would have to find a 
way to do so. 
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The Mayor mentioned that funding for these judicial offices was the responsibility of the State 
and the County.  While he was sympathetic to their situation and very supportive of the job 
they do, it was not possible for the Town to provide the requested monies, either this year or 
next.  There was no motion from the Council Members to approve funding and the matter was 
closed.  Mayor Peeples expressed his regret that the Town was not in a position to be of 
assistance. 

c. FY2009 Financial Statements through January 2009 

Steve Riley pointed out that the statements were attached to their agenda package and invited 
the Council to contact Susan Simmons or him, if they had any questions. 

d. Power Line burial update 

Marc Torin provided a report on the status of the power line burial project.  A representative 
from Palmetto Electric explained that the priority for burials was largely determined by their 
ability to quickly obtain rights of way.  Mr. Torin added that this was the reason Marshland 
Rd. had not been finished - the difficulty in obtaining the requisite easement rights. 

8)  REPORTS FROM MEMBERS OF COUNCIL 

a. General Reports from Council 

Mr. Safay announced that this was the 24th year the Town had hosted Spring Break Tennis.  
The financial impact of this event was substantial since over 2,500 college players, coaches 
and parents came to the Island for Spring Break Tennis. 

Mayor Peeples conveyed the resignation of Council Member Bill Mottel effective March 31, 
2009 due to illness.  The Mayor encouraged interested citizens to file with the Town Clerk’s 
office if they wished to run for Ward 2 councilman.  Filing to run will be opened April 17 
through noon of April 27 with the election to be held on June 30, 2009. 

b. Report of the Inter-Governmental Relations Committee – George Williams,     
Chairman 

Because Mr. Williams was out of town, Mayor Peeples chaired that day’s Committee meeting.  
They reviewed some on-going legislation and sent out letters to the legislators on issues the 
Council had already taken a position on.  They then discussed a request from Charleston 
Mayor Joe Riley that the Mayor of Hilton Head Island sign a letter to Governor Sanford 
asking that the Governor accept the federal stimulus monies due South Carolina.  The 
Committee recommended that the letter be signed, along with Mayors throughout the State.  
Mr. Heitzke moved to authorize the Mayor to sign the letter and Mr. Safay seconded.  The 
motion was approved by a vote of 5-0. 

Next, the issue of the Town’s dog leash ordinances relating to owners walking their dog on the 
beaches was discussed.  Town staff has suggested some language to amend the State law that 
would give Town the opportunity to maintain our current ordinance.  If authorized by Town 
Council, we would ask the Beaufort County delegation to look into changing State law.  This 
discussion will be on the next Town Council agenda. 

Lastly, the Committee requested that staff look into an issue reported in a recent newspaper 
story that DHEC had closed shellfish harvesting in the Palmetto Bay area of Broad Creek due 
to the number of boats moored there.  The reason given was because of concerns about the 
potential for waste coming off the boats that would make the oysters unsafe to eat. 
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c.   Report of the Personnel Committee – Drew Laughlin, Chairman 

The committee would be recommending a person to fill the vacancy on the Construction 
Board of Adjustments and Appeals and the Town’s nominee for the Aviation Advisory Board.  
They also have a meeting scheduled to being reviewing applications for the numerous 
upcoming openings on various Boards and Commissions. 

d. Report of the Planning and Development Standards Committee – Drew Laughlin, 
Chairman 

No report. 

e.  Report of the Public Facilities Committee – John Safay, Chairman 

No report. 

f.  Report of the Public Safety Committee – Bill Mottel, Chairman 

In Mr. Mottel’s absence, Mayor Peeples reported that the committee reviewed the Shore 
Beach Patrol contract and will recommend the contract be based on one year fee renewals vs. 
the previous 5 year fixed fee agreement.  They next considered a proposal that the sale and 
consumption of alcoholic beverages be closed at 3 a.m. in bars and restaurants.  Next, a 
revised nuisance ordinance to authorize the Town to revoke business licenses of 
establishments incurring multiple violations of the nuisance ordinance was reviewed.  All of 
these issues would be coming forward to the next Town Council meeting with a 
recommendation. 

The committee heard public comments on the dog leash issue.  It was clear to the Mayor that 
there was a misunderstanding of the intent of the Town’s review.  He explained that it had 
been brought to their attention that State law required dogs to be on a leash at all times except 
when they are on the owner’s personal property.  What the Town was considering was 
deleting all restrictions concerning dogs on the beach except for the current restriction 
prohibiting dogs on the beach from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. from Memorial Day to Labor Day.  
However, no action was recommended until the Town had made efforts to influence a change 
in the State’s law. 

9)  APPEARANCE BY CITIZENS 

Liz Mead and Rusty Mead each addressed the Council regarding dogs on the beach. 

10)   UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

a. Second Reading of Proposed Ordinance No. 2009-02 to amend Title 17 of the 
Municipal Code of the Town of Hilton Head Island, South Carolina, Chapter 4 to 
revise Section 114.  This amendment includes changes that provide for general 
amendments to prohibited acts; and providing for severability and an effective date. 

Mr. Heitzke moved to approve.  Mr. Safay seconded.  The motion was approved by a vote of 
5-0. 

 b. Second Reading of Proposed Ordinance No. 2009-08 authorizing the execution of a 
lease with the Smoke House Restaurant for property owned by the Town of Hilton 
Head Island, South Carolina, pursuant to the authority of S.C. Code Ann. Sec. 5-7-40 
(Supp. 2006), and Sec. 2-7-20, Code of the Town of Hilton Head Island, South 
Carolina, (1983); and providing for severability and an effective date. 
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Mr. Heitzke moved to approve.  Mr. Safay seconded.  The motion was approved by a vote of 
5-0. 

c. Second Reading of Proposed Ordinance No. 2008-29 to amend Title 16, the Land 
Management Ordinance (LMO), of the Municipal Code of the Town of Hilton Head 
Island, South Carolina, by amending Section 16-4-102, the Official Zoning Map, 
specifically to apply the Planned Development Overlay District (PD-2) to 19 parcels.  
The subject parcels are located near the intersection of Squire Pope and Gum Tree 
Roads and are further identified on Beaufort County Tax Map #3 as Parcels 2B, 2D, 
2E, 2F, 2H, 2I, 14, 14D, 14I, 16, 16A, 16B, 19C, 19D, 19E, 49, 58, 58A, and 223; and 
providing for severability and an effective date. 

Mr. Ferguson moved to approve.  Mr. Heitzke seconded.  The motion was approved by a vote 
of 5-0. 

11)  NEW BUSINESS 

 a. None.   

12) EXECUTIVE SESSION 

Steve Riley said that he needed an executive session for contractual matters pertaining to land 
acquisitions, including requests for easements across Town-owned property; contractual 
matters pertaining to temporary construction easements to facilitate construction of a 
replacement fire station near the entrance to Hilton Head Plantation; legal matters pertaining 
to pending or threatened litigation; personnel matters pertaining to appointments to Boards and 
Committees and personnel matters pertaining to the quarterly review of the Town Manager. 

At 4:58 p.m., Mr. Heitzke moved to adjourn to Executive Session for the reasons stated by the 
Town Manager.  Mr. Safay seconded.  The motion was approved by a vote of 5-0. 

Mayor Peeples called the meeting back to order at 5:44 p.m. and asked if there was any 
business to take up as a result of executive session.   

Mr. Heitzke moved that the Town Council for the Town of Hilton Head Island adopt a 
Resolution authorizing the Mayor and Town Manager to execute and deliver a drainage 
easement agreement and temporary access and construction easement with Hilton Head 
Plantation Property Owners’ Association across property owned by Hilton Head Plantation 
Property Owners’ Association.    Mr. Laughlin seconded.  The motion was approved by a vote 
of 5-0. 

Mayor Peeples said that the Town Council had conducted their quarterly review of the Town 
Manager and were very pleased with his performance. 

13) ADJOURNMENT 

At 5:45 p.m., Mr. Heitzke moved to adjourn.  Mr. Laughlin seconded.  The motion was 
approved by a vote of 5-0.   

 _______________________________ 
 Susan Blake, Secretary 
Approved: 
 
____________________________ 
Thomas D. Peeples, Mayor 
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