
TOWN OF HILTON HEAD ISLAND 
INTERGOVERNMENTAL RELATIONS COMMITTEE 

Minutes of the Tuesday, March 17, 2009 
Regular Meeting 

Members Present: Tom Peeples, Acting Chairman; Ken Heitzke  
 
Members Absent: George Williams, Bill Mottel 

Others Present: John Safay, Councilman; Joe Croley, Hilton Head Area Association of Realtors 

Staff Present: Greg DeLoach, Assistant Town Manager; Brian Hulbert, Staff Attorney; Shea 
Farrar, Senior Planner; Anne Cyran, Planner; Vicki Pfannenschmidt, 
Administrative Assistant. 

Media Present: Daniel Brownstein, Island Packet 
 
 
I CALL TO ORDER 
 The meeting was called to order at 2:00 p.m. 

II FOIA COMPLIANCE 
 Public notification of this meeting has been published, posted and mailed in compliance with the 

Freedom of Information Act and the Town of Hilton Head Island requirement. 
 

III APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Due to a lack of a quorum of members that attended the meeting of January 20, 2009, Mayor Peeples 
stated the approval of minutes from that meeting would have to be delayed until the next meeting.  

 
IV CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
  

V UNFINISHED BUSINESS  
 Update of 2009 General Assembly Session Issues 

 Mr. DeLoach reviewed the bills listed below and provided updates on each of them: 

 
Legislative Issue Committee Comments Staff Action 

H.3581 Proposal to cut LGF Oppose Letters sent under Mayor’s 
signature (listed below) 

H.3088 Stormwater Fees/Prohibition of fees on certain types of 
land 

Oppose Letter sent to House Ways and 
Means Committee  

S.152 Wetlands Restoration Act Monitor Staff reviewed and provided 
comments 

H.3008 Open Space Public Access/Conservation Easements Monitor  Staff will monitor for 
amendments 

H.3053 and H.3243 Tax based on size of business not gross 
income 

Monitor Notify Committee of any 
movement 

S.453 Local governments would be prohibited from regulating 
the care and handling of livestock and poultry 

Monitor Staff to monitor for 
amendments that would 
diminish local governments 
ability to regulate land use 
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Legislative Issue Committee Comments Staff Action 
S.326 School Impact Fees Monitor Letter sent to Senator Davis 

stating concerns 
H.3408 Property Tax – short term rental taxes Monitor Staff to review bill and report 

back to Committee 
H.3272 Point of Sale Reassessment  Monitor Closely Notify Committee if any 

movement 

 
Mr. DeLoach reported there had been numerous letters sent under the Mayor’s signature since the 
last meeting of January 20, 2009.  He reported there has been a letter sent to Representative 
Herbkersman and copied all members of the House Ways and Means Committee and the Beaufort 
County Legislative Delegation (BCLD) opposing Governor Sanford’s Budget proposal for cutting 
the Local Government Fund (LGF).  In addition, a letter has been sent to all members of the Senate 
Finance Committee and copied the BCLD opposing Governor Sanford’s Budget proposal for cutting 
the LGF.  Two letters have been sent to all members of the House and copied the BCLD on the cut 
of the LGF and a letter has been sent to all Senate Finance Committee Members opposing the $50 
million LGF cut.  He also stated a letter has been sent to the House Ways and Means Committee 
members opposing H.3088 concerning prohibition of stormwater fees on certain types of land.  Mr. 
DeLoach reported Steve Riley, Town Manager, has sent a letter to Senator Davis providing 
comments to S.326 concerning School Impact Fees.   
 
Mayor Peeples asked if there was any new information concerning H.3272 concerning point of sale 
reassessment.  Mr. DeLoach stated the bill is now with the House Ways and Means Committee.  He 
said at this point Susan Simmons had reviewed the bill and reported as the bill is written now there 
will be no refunds required.  He informed the Committee staff is monitoring it closely.   
 
Mayor Peeples asked if anyone had a comments or questions.  Mr. Safay asked about the status of 
H.3408 concerning property taxes on short term rentals which Representative Chalk introduced.  He 
stated he felt it would have a negative impact on the Town if passed.  Mayor Peeples said he felt the 
Committee should oppose the legislation because the financial impact on the Town and Beaufort 
County would be great.  He suggested a copy of the bill be distributed for review so the Committee 
can take a position.  Mr. DeLoach concurred adding the bill will be included on the list to monitor. 
 

VI NEW BUSINESS 

 Mr. Heitzke moved to add the following items to the agenda for review under New Business: 

1. Request from Mayor Joe Riley of Charleston, SC sent to all Mayors in South Carolina requesting 
them to sign a letter he drafted encouraging Governor Sanford to accept the stimulus funds and if 
he chooses not to the legislature should by-pass him and accept money anyway. 

2. Consider amendment to State Law for dog leash law 

3. Discussion of mooring of boats in waterways 

Mayor Peeples seconded the motion.  The motion passed.  2-0 

Mayor Peeples explained it is his belief he cannot speak for council as a whole without a 
recommendation from them.  He said that was the reason he was bringing the issue of the letter to 
Governor Sanford to the Intergovernmental Relations Committee for either a recommendation for or 
against support of Mayor Riley’s letter and the addition of his name to it.  He stated his personal 
opinion was to sign off on the letter noting the money will be spent either way and he feels the 
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money should be spent to benefit South Carolina.  Mr. Heitzke moved to recommend to Town 
Council the Mayor’s signature be added to the letter Mayor Joe Riley is sending to Governor Sanford 
and all members of the South Carolina Legislature.  Mayor Peeples seconded the motion.  The 
motion passed. 2-0 

Mayor Peeples suggested requesting the legislature through our local delegation to amend state law 
to include “under positive voice control” as a means of restraint for dogs which would bring it in line 
with our ordinance.  He pointed out if the request was made to the State the Town would not take any 
action at this time to change our ordinance until the legislature acts upon the request.  Mr. Heitzke 
stated he personally has a problem with this because he has been chased by dogs a number of times.  
Mayor Peeples stated he was just trying to make this a local issue as opposed to a State issue.  After 
discussion, Mr. Heitzke moved to recommend Town Council approve the recommended changes to 
State law outlined in Brian Hulbert’s memo of March 12 having to do with animals, livestock and 
poultry.  Mayor Peeples seconded the motion.  The motion passed. 2-0 

Mayor Peeples explained there are 12 or more sailboats mooring in Broad Creek.  He noted there is a 
DHEC regulation that if there are 12 or more boats moored, it is considered similar to a marina and 
there can be no shellfish harvesting in that area.  He further explained there seems to be a 
discrepancy between the laws of the Department of Natural Resources and the Department of Health 
and Environmental Control.  Mr. Safay stated the area in question in Board Creek is a Coast Guard 
designated mooring area.  Mayor Peeples noted some of the boats moored in the area have not had 
any activity on them for years.  He also stated the Town has worked too hard to have Broad Creek 
opened up for shellfish harvesting for it to be shut down.  Mr. Safay said the county has a law that if 
a boat is left unattended for 45 days that it is considered derelict and the County can remove the boat 
if necessary.  Mayor Peeples requested staff to find out more information about the areas and the 
laws.  He also suggested staff contact someone from the County concerning enforcement of their 
law.   

VI ADJOURNMENT 
Mr. Heitzke moved to adjourn the meeting and Mr. Peeples seconded the motion.  The meeting 
adjourned at 2:42 p.m. 

       Respectfully submitted: 
 
Approved: 
 
       _________________________ 
       Vicki Pfannenschmidt, 
_______________________________   Administrative Assistant 
Mayor Tom Peeples, Acting Chairman 


