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 THE TOWN OF HILTON HEAD ISLAND 

REGULAR TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 

 
 
Date:  Tuesday, December 20, 2016                             Time: 4:00 P.M. 

Present from Town Council: David Bennett, Mayor; David Ames, Marc Grant, Bill Harkins, 

Tom Lennox, John McCann, Council Members 

Absent from Town Council:  Kim Likins, Mayor Pro Tem 

Present from Town Staff: Steve Riley, Town Manager; Greg DeLoach, Assistant Town 

Manager; Charles Cousins, Director of Community Development; Brad Tadlock, Fire Chief; 

John Troyer, Deputy Director of Finance; Melissa Cope, Systems Analyst; Vicki 

Pfannenschmidt, Executive Assistant 

Present from Media:  Teresa Moss, Island Packet 

1) CALL TO ORDER  

Mayor Bennett called the meeting to order at 4:00 p.m. 

2)     PLEDGE TO THE FLAG 

3) INVOCATION  

4) FOIA Compliance – Public notification of this meeting has been published, posted and 

distributed in compliance with the Freedom of Information Act and the Town of Hilton 

Head Island requirements.  

5) Approval of Minutes 

a. December 6, 2016 

Mr. Harkins moved to approve.  Mr. McCann seconded.  The minutes of the December 

6, 2016 regular Town Council meeting were approved by a vote of 6-0. 

6) Report of the Town Manager 

a. Hurricane Matthew Update 

Mr. Riley invited Charles Cousins to give the update.  Mr. Cousins reviewed the 

amount of debris collected to date and informed Council staff continues to work with 

FEMA regarding the beach issues and preparation of worksheets for submittal.  He 

added that the final package of private roads for debris removal has been submitted to 

FEMA and staff expects a response by the first of the year.  Mr. Cousins informed 

Council of the ongoing problems emerging from Hurricane Matthew some of which are 

a number of sinkholes.  He added that staff is seeking permits from the State regarding 

emergency beach renourishment in the Sea Pines area which took a direct hit from the 

hurricane.  Mr. Riley stated that due to the level of damage to that specific area it 

qualifies for emergency work.   

Mr. Cousins stated that the first of the invoices from Crowder Gulf were being prepared 

and the Town would be receiving them in the near future.   

b. Town Manager’s Items of Interest 

Mr. Riley reported on some items of interest. 
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7) Reports from Members of Council 

a. General Reports from Council  

Mr. Harkins suggested adding the results of the Town Council Workshop to the first 

meeting in January or the first meeting with a full Council present. 

Mr. McCann suggested going back and checking on resolutions regarding Town 

Council committees and the responsibilities of such. 

Mr. Lennox reported he met with the Sea Pines/CSA Traffic Committee and they 

expressed their support of the Circle to Circle Ad Hoc Committee recommendations.  

They have also recommended and are working with staff regarding a right turn only 

coming out of the USCB Campus.  He said the Committee also recommended the 

Town consider acquiring additional land in and around the Sea Pines Circle district to 

accommodate what may be a need for additional trolley parking and to reduce density.   

8)    Unfinished Business 

a. Second Reading of Proposed Ordinance 2016-32 

Second Reading of Proposed Ordinance 2016-32 of the Town Of Hilton Head Island, 

South Carolina, to amend Title 2 General Government and Administration of the 

Municipal Code of the Town of Hilton Head Island, South Carolina by amending 

Chapter 5 (Meetings of Council and Rules of Procedure) Section 2-5-50, Agenda and 

Order of Business; and providing for severability and an effective date. 

Mr. Harkins moved to approve.  Mr. McCann seconded.  Mr. Ames moved to amend 

the ordinance by inserting Appearance by Citizens following Committees reports and 

before Unfinished Business.  Mr. McCann seconded.  The amendment was approved by 

a vote of 6-0.  The amended motion was approved by a vote of 6-0.  Mr. Riley noted 

that the amended Proposed Ordinance would come back to Council on January 17, 

2017. 

b. Second Reading of Proposed Ordinance 2016-33 

 Second Reading of Proposed Ordinance 2016-33 of the Town of Hilton Head Island, 

South Carolina, to amend Title 2 General Government and Administration of the 

Municipal Code of the Town of Hilton Head Island, South Carolina by amending 

Chapter 5 (Meetings of Council and Rules of Procedure) Section 2-5-60, Committees of 

Council; and providing for severability and an effective date. 

 Mr. Harkins moved to approve.  Mr. McCann seconded.  The motion was approved by 

a vote of 6-0. 

9)    New Business 

  None. 

10)    Appearance by Citizens 

Peter Ovens addressed Council regarding the addition of harvesting of trees to the disaster 

plan. 

Chet Williams addressed Council regarding to extend his personal thanks to Steve Riley, 

Greg DeLoach, Charles Cousins and Scott Liggett regarding the how well the cleanup from 

Hurricane Matthew has gone.  He commended Mr. Riley as Town Manager and expressed 

his appreciation for him in that position. 
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11)    Executive Session 

Mr. Riley stated he needed an Executive Session for the purpose of Personnel Matters-  

Appointments to Boards and Commissions: 1) Recommendation to the Beaufort County 

Legislative Delegation for an appointment to the Beaufort-Jasper Water & Sewer 

Authority; Land Acquisition: Discussion of negotiations incident to the proposed sale, lease 

or purchase of property: 1)related to parcels in the Coligny area and 2) related to a parcel in 

the Sea Pines Circle area; Contractual Matters: 1) Discussion of negotiations incident to 

proposed contractual arrangements with the Town Attorney and the receipt of legal advice 

related to pending, threatened or potential claim related to: 1)Buonaiuto Complaint, 2) Tai 

Scott BZA Appeal, 3) Likins versus Hoagland lawsuit, and ArborNature BZA Appeal. 

At 4:32 p.m., Mr. Harkins moved to enter into Executive Session for the reasons stated by 

the Town Manager.  Mr. McCann seconded.  The motion was approved by a vote of 6-0. 

Council returned to the dais at 5:52 p.m. and Mayor Bennett stated there was no action 

taken during Executive Session and addressed the items below: 

12)   Possible actions by Town Council concerning matters discussed in Executive Session 

a. Consideration of a Recommendation to the Beaufort County Legislative 

Delegation for an appointment to the Beaufort-Jasper Water & Sewer Authority. 

Mr. Ames moved that the Council make a nomination to the Beaufort County 

Legislative Delegation for the appointment of James E. Baker to the Beaufort-Jasper 

Water Sewer Authority as a Town of Hilton Head Island representative, filling the 

unexpired term of Jack Burke which ends July 1, 2020.  Mr. John McCann seconded.  

The motion was approved by a vote of 6-0. 

b. Consideration of the Town Attorney Contract 

Mr. Harkins moved to approve the Town Attorney contract under the terms and 

conditions as discussed in Executive Session.  Mr. McCann seconded.  The motion was 

approved by a vote of 6-0. 

13)   Adjournment 

Mayor Bennett adjourned the meeting at 5:54 p.m. 

 

 

__________________________ 

Vicki L. Pfannenschmidt 

Executive Assistant/Town Clerk 

 

Approved:   January 17, 2017 

 

_________________________________ 

David Bennett, Mayor 


